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"| was kind of hoping you wouldn't be home." 


| stood in the doorway, watching Chris warily for a few seconds without saying anything. "Why'd you come 
here?" | asked quietly. 


He didn't speak right away either. "| wanted to see you." 
| frowned and glanced behind him, looking for his car. He must have walked. "Are you drunk?" 


He almost smiled, the corner of his mouth twitching slightly, as if he knew what | was thinking. He shook his 
head. 


"Are you high?" 
This time he did smile - sadly, apologetically. "Stone cold sober." 


My stomach started to knot. "Do you want to come in?" | asked without moving. 


"Yeah, but.. maybe | shouldn't" 


"You want a ride home?" | asked quickly. "| could take you, or | could call Susan" 
"She's in New York" 

The knot grew tighter. "I could call Kim. Matt?" | was trying to make it easy for him. 
He moved in closer. "Can | come in?" 


| closed my eyes, trying to block him out, but that made it worse. | smelled cigarettes and incense. "You should 


go," | managed to whisper. 

"Do you want me to?" 

The knot snapped. | glared at him. "That's not fair." 

"| know," he whispered. 

| crossed my arms. "You want me to call someone?" 

He looked at me, surprise and hurt passing over his face, then shook his head. 


| stood there and watched until he turned the corner. Inside, | locked the door and leaned back against it. With a 
frustrated grumble, | knocked the back of my head against the wood. 


